




Thomas Vincent Burns was born in Gloucester, MA on October 12, 1929, the sixth of the eight children
of John F. Burns and Marian Flynn Burns. He was baptized at St. Peter’s Church and was educated in that
city. After his junior year of high school, he joined the US Army, served in the Korean War and was
honorably discharged in 1952.

Thomas arrived at St. Joseph of Holy Cross Juniorate in Valatie, NY following his discharge and
completed his high school education there. He was received into the Congregation at St. Joseph Novitiate
in Rolling Prairie, IN on February 1, 1953 and pronounced his first vows on February 2, 1954. Upon com-
pletion of his novitiate, he was assigned to Vincent Hall, the scholasticate for the Brothers at St. Edward’s
University in Austin, TX.

After one year of study, Brother Thomas began his life of ministry in Holy Cross. From 1955 to 1957,
he was assigned to Father Gibault School for Boys in Terre Haute, IN. At the same time he continued his studies at Indiana
State Teachers College in Terre Haute. In 1957, he was assigned to Holy Cross High School in Flushing, NY where he taught
Industrial Arts until 1970 when he was once again assigned to Gibault School in Terre Haute. He received his Master’s degree
in Religious Education from Fairfield University in 1971.

In 1971, Brother Thomas began his ministry in religious education. From 1971 to 1990, He served as the Director of
Religious Education at St. Michael’s Parish in Brooklyn, NY, St. Andrew’s in Flushing, NY, Resurrection Parish in Brooklyn,
St. Leo’s in Corona, Queens, and at St. Thomas Aquinas in Brooklyn. From 1990 until 2001, Brother Thomas served the Korean
Catholic Community in Queens full time as the Religious Education Coordinator at St. Paul Chong Ha-Sang RC Chapel in
Flushing, NY. He had been involved with them for about 20 years.

Brother Thomas became an important part of the Korean Catholic Community in Queens and on Long Island. He learned
to speak Korean. He visited Korea and Japan. He was well regarded and greatly loved by them. Tom was very active and involved
with AA in the latter years of his life. He would attend several meetings a week and would lead many of them, especially those
devoted to the spirituality of AA.

In 2001, because of his declining health, he retired from full time ministry and resided with the Capuchin Franciscans at
St. Lawrence Friary in Beacon, NY. In spite of his declining health, he still visited his Korean family and participated in many
first communions, confirmations, weddings and parish gatherings. As it became more difficult for him to travel to see them, they
would come to visit him.

Brother Thomas is survived by his sisters, Beatrice Kimball of Danvers, MA and Joan Rocha of Gloucester and his brothers
William and Neil of Gloucester and their families.

Brother Thomas
Vincent Burns, CSC
October 12, 1929 -

June 13, 2009

IN LOVING MEMORY
BROTHER THOMAS VINCENT BURNS, CSC

The son of Raymond Hecox and Laura LaBissoniere Hecox, Robert was the oldest of their four chil-
dren, born on March 29, 1922 in Moxee, WA where his grandfather and father owned an apple orchard
and made “pure apple jelly.” He was baptized at Holy Rosary Parish in that city. His family moved to
Yakima where Robert attended St. Paul’s School and Marquette High School from which he was graduat-
ed in 1940.

Robert worked on farms in that area from 1937 to 1941. In 1941, he changed careers and worked as
a miner for Horse-Heaven Mines, Inc. in Oregon. He entered Sacred Heart Juniorate in Watertown, WI
in September 1942 and was received into the Congregation at St. Joseph Novitiate in Rolling Prairie, IN
on January 15, 1943, receiving the name “Brother Donald.” He made his first profession in Holy Cross
on August 16, 1944 and his perpetual profession on August 16, 1947.

For all of his religious life in Holy Cross, Brother Donald was a farmer or did general maintenance work at the various farms
and institutions of the Congregation of Holy Cross in the United States: St. Joseph Novitiate in Rolling Prairie, IN, St. Joseph
Farm in Granger, IN; Sacred Heart Juniorate in Watertown, WI; St. Edward High School in Lakewood, OH; Gilmour
Academy in Gates Mills, OH; the Holy Cross Foreign Mission Seminary, (the “Bengalese) in Washington, DC; Rancho San
Antonio in Chatsworth, CA and St. Francis High School in Mt. View, CA.

Brother Donald
(Robert) Hecox, CSC
March 29, 1922 -

July 25, 2009

BROTHER DONALD (ROBERT) HECOX, CSC
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From The Desk Of The Provincial
“Come. Follow me.” It was the Lord Jesus
calling us… We heard a summons to give over
our lives in a more explicit way. It was a call to
serve all people, believers and unbelievers alike.
We would serve them out of our own faith that
the Lord has loved us and died for us and risen
for us and that he offers us a share in his life…
We asked how we might follow, and we found
many footprints on the road. A great band of
men had passed this way, men who had made
and lived by their vows, men who had walked
side by side in their following of the Lord.
They beckoned us to fall in step with them.

Dear Friends in Holy Cross,

These are the opening words of the Constitutions of the Congregation of
Holy Cross, the rule of life for every Holy Cross religious throughout the
world. The truth and inspiration behind these words are that we are always
being called to follow the Lord Jesus. The challenge for us is to hear this call
daily in all that we do.

This issue of our Newsletter illustrates how we have heard this call from the
Lord Jesus. Whether it is leading a group of high school students on a pilgrimage
to the major basilicas in Montreal and introducing them to Blessed Brother
André and St. Joseph’s Oratory, discerning the call of the Lord Jesus in our
meeting as a Province, or celebrating the lives of two of our brothers’ who
heard the Lord’s call to them many years ago, it is a daily challenge to us.

I hope that these simple but profound words will also challenge you in a
moment of quiet to join with us in responding to God’s call in your lives.
We give thanks for these moments of grace: the “call” we have heard and the
response we make.

May you all have a fruitful Advent: celebrating the One Who Loves us and
Who is Always with us — Jesus! Let us continue to pray for one another that
we may always be open to the inspiration of God’s Spirit in our own lives.
God bless you all! May Blessed Basil Moreau intercede for us!

Sincerely yours in Holy Cross,

Brother Thomas A. Dziekan, CSC
Provincial

Brother Thomas A. Dziekan, CSC

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE
OF THE SOULS OF

Br. Normand Houle, CSC (Canada)
Br. Donald Hecox, CSC (EB)
Brother Eugene Phillipp, CSC (MW)
Br. Sylvester Krus, CSC (SW)
Fr. Jorge Urtubia, CSC (IP)
Fr. John R. Birkmeyer, CSC (IP)
Sister Anne Miriam Hunt, CSC
Sister Patricia Cullen, CSC
Sister Thomas Anne Haugh, CSC
Sister Claudette Metcalf, CSC
Sister Kevin Jones, CSC
Sister Kathryn Edward McDermott, CSC
Helen Marinelli, mother of Dr. Michael

Marinelli
Margaret Giannuzzi, mother of Joseph

Giannuzzi

AND FOR THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE ILL:

Mrs. Catherine Gleason, mother of
Brother John Gleason, CSC

Mr. Frank Gugel, father of
Brother Alan Gugel, CSC

Bernice Clarke, sister of
Brother Stefan Clarke, CSC

David Ellis, brother of
Brother Francis Ellis, CSC

Peg Kennedy, sister of
Br. Maurus O’Malley, CSC

Carol Russo, sister-in-law of
Brother Robert Russo, CSC

Richard Russo, brother of
Brother Robert Russo, CSC

Mary L. Hartmann, sister of
Brother James DeTemple, CSC

Our ill and infirm Holy Cross Religious at
Dujarie House and at Holy Cross House

Pray with the Brothers for the following
intentions:

• For vocations to Holy Cross, and
especially to the brotherhood in Holy Cross;

• For our school communities: students,
faculties, staffs, administrators, Boards,
alumni and parents, that they may truly
“know, love and serve God”; and,

• For respect for all and an end to violence
and hatred in our world.

Brother Donald (Robert) Hecox, CSC continued on pg. 6
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PROVINCIAL CHAPTER OF 2009: EMBARKING ON A “NEW PATH”

More than 100 Holy Cross
Brothers from the Eastern
Province of Brothers and the

South-West Province gathered from
July 12th through the 18th at the
Conference Center at the Maritime
Institute of Technology in Linthicum,
MD for their triennial provincial
chapters. Throughout the Congregation
of Holy Cross, each province meets in
chapter every three years to set direction
for the future and to deal with congre-
gational matters. This meeting –our 18th
Provincial Chapter – was especially
important and historic: we were meeting
to plan the establishment of a new
Province of the Congregation in the
United States!

While each “chapter” met separately,
committees were composed of members
of each province. The issues that were

discussed were: planning and congrega-
tional issues, mission and ministry,
vocations and formation, community
life and prayer, aging and health care,
and shared resources. Thanks are due
to Brother Jerome Donnelly (EB) and
Brother Stephen Walsh (SW) for their
hours of work and efforts in organizing
the chapters and making the many
arrangements so that all went smoothly.
Father Thomas Looney, CSC, the newly
elected Provincial of the Eastern Province
of Priests and Brothers, was with us for
the week and was the celebrant for the
liturgies. His homilies were inspirational
and insightful and helped all participants
to focus on the work at hand. Brothers
Edward Boyer (EB), Renatus Foldenauer
(EB), Alan Gugel (EB) and Nich Perez
(SW) provided the music for all our
gatherings for prayer. Special guests in
attendance were Brother John Paige,

the Vicar General, Brother Joseph
Tsiquaye, the 3rd General Assistant,
and Brother Chester Freel, the newly
elected Provincial of the Midwest
Province. Father James Burasa (IP), the
District Superior of East Africa, partici-
pated as a member of the Eastern
Province Chapter.

In the months preceding the Chapter,
Committees communicated by email in
order to plan the work of the committees
during the Chapter itself. The week was
a busy one. Both chapters met individ-
ually and together in general sessions.
While the sessions were long and com-
mittee meetings were spirited, there was
sufficient time for socializing and even a
few side trips to Washington, DC,
Baltimore, and nearby Bishop McNamara
High School in Forestville, MD.

Brothers Edward Boyer, Joseph
McDonnell and Jerome Donnelly.

4 Congregation of Holy Cross

Throughout the week, questions were
raised and answered, opinions and
concerns were voiced, and hopes for
the future were articulated. At the last
general session, after a moment of prayer
and quiet, the Chapters voted unani-
mously to petition the General Chapter
of the Congregation during its session
in July 2010, to create the new Province
on September 15, 2011, the feast of
Our Lady of Sorrows, the principal
feast of the Congregation. The new
Province will stretch from “sea to shining
sea” and include the Brothers in East
Africa and the Brothers in Brazil.
The initial statement of the Chapter
documents describes our hopes for the
new Province:

“We live and work as priests and brothers
together.” This brief statement from our
Constitutions (2:11) reflects not only a

theme that is central to Blessed Basil
Moreau’s understanding of Holy Cross,
but also one of his most profound hopes
for our Congregation. His plan was to
bring together brothers and priests who
would continue the mission of Jesus by
committing themselves to “make God
known, loved and served, and thus bring
salvation to all people.” (Christian
Education) He believed that every
dimension of our religious life must be
mission-driven: ministry, prayer, commu-
nity, and vows. Through these realities
we will have formed in us “by God’s
enablement the living likeness of Jesus
Christ.” (C 6:58) Such is the mission
we live through the many ministries in
which we serve.

As a result of our discernment, this
new province will include brothers and
priests. The sponsored institutions of

the previous provinces will become part
of the new province and include one
elementary school, one university, and
nine high schools.

The work of new Province has already
begun. Committees are being set up to
write a Mission Statement, develop a
ministerial plan, and effect a vocations
recruitment plan. Blessed Basil Moreau
wrote in 1858, “Just as you are entering
upon a new path, so you also must renew
within yourselves the spirit of your vocation
and fidelity to your duties. It is my inmost
conviction that on you alone depends the
future of your congregation.” We have a
great deal of work to do. We ask you
all to pray for us as we set out on this
“new path.”

New Provincial Council

Brother Thomas Dziekan,
Provincial

Brother William Zaydak,
Vicar

Brother Mark Knightly,
Secretary

Brother Jonathan Beebe
Brother Edward Boyer
Brother James Branigan
Brother Jerome Donnelly
Brother Stephen LaMendola

During the Chapter the
following were elected as
delegates to the General
Chapter 2010 in Rome:

Brother Thomas Dziekan,
ex-officio

Brother David Andrews
Brother John Gleason
Brother Joseph Kaganda
Brother George Schmitz

Brothers Thomas Dziekan and James Branigan
take a break from the chapter meetings.

Brothers Edward Boyer and
Joseph McDonnell.

Brothers Edwin Reggio (SW) and Lawrence
Atkinson greet Father James Burasa, CSC,
the Superior of the District of East Africa
and a delegate to the EB Chapter.

Brothers Roger Croteau, Joseph
McDonnell, Paul Bednarczyk and William
Zaydak work on proposals for the
Community Life and Prayer Committee.

Novitiate classmates, Brothers Romard
Barthel (SW) and Renatus Foldenauer
catch up on their news.

Br. Nich Perez renews his vows
before SW Provincial Br. Donald
Blauvelt on the 189th anniversary
of the founding of the Brothers
of St. Joseph.

Brothers Harold Naudet (Brazil), Lawrence
Atkinson, Nilto Oliveira (Superior of the
District of Brazil), Richard Critz (SW) and
Edson Pereira (Brazil).

Brothers David Andrews, Alan Harrod
and Thomas Sawyer discuss proposals
of the Shared Resources Committee.

Br. George Schmitz presents the
first draft of the proposal from the
Congregational Planning Committee.

BROF Nov 09 .qxd:x 10/14/09 3:11 PM Page 5



Congregation of Holy Cross 5

PROVINCIAL CHAPTER OF 2009: EMBARKING ON A “NEW PATH”

More than 100 Holy Cross
Brothers from the Eastern
Province of Brothers and the

South-West Province gathered from
July 12th through the 18th at the
Conference Center at the Maritime
Institute of Technology in Linthicum,
MD for their triennial provincial
chapters. Throughout the Congregation
of Holy Cross, each province meets in
chapter every three years to set direction
for the future and to deal with congre-
gational matters. This meeting –our 18th
Provincial Chapter – was especially
important and historic: we were meeting
to plan the establishment of a new
Province of the Congregation in the
United States!

While each “chapter” met separately,
committees were composed of members
of each province. The issues that were

discussed were: planning and congrega-
tional issues, mission and ministry,
vocations and formation, community
life and prayer, aging and health care,
and shared resources. Thanks are due
to Brother Jerome Donnelly (EB) and
Brother Stephen Walsh (SW) for their
hours of work and efforts in organizing
the chapters and making the many
arrangements so that all went smoothly.
Father Thomas Looney, CSC, the newly
elected Provincial of the Eastern Province
of Priests and Brothers, was with us for
the week and was the celebrant for the
liturgies. His homilies were inspirational
and insightful and helped all participants
to focus on the work at hand. Brothers
Edward Boyer (EB), Renatus Foldenauer
(EB), Alan Gugel (EB) and Nich Perez
(SW) provided the music for all our
gatherings for prayer. Special guests in
attendance were Brother John Paige,

the Vicar General, Brother Joseph
Tsiquaye, the 3rd General Assistant,
and Brother Chester Freel, the newly
elected Provincial of the Midwest
Province. Father James Burasa (IP), the
District Superior of East Africa, partici-
pated as a member of the Eastern
Province Chapter.

In the months preceding the Chapter,
Committees communicated by email in
order to plan the work of the committees
during the Chapter itself. The week was
a busy one. Both chapters met individ-
ually and together in general sessions.
While the sessions were long and com-
mittee meetings were spirited, there was
sufficient time for socializing and even a
few side trips to Washington, DC,
Baltimore, and nearby Bishop McNamara
High School in Forestville, MD.

Brothers Edward Boyer, Joseph
McDonnell and Jerome Donnelly.

4 Congregation of Holy Cross

Throughout the week, questions were
raised and answered, opinions and
concerns were voiced, and hopes for
the future were articulated. At the last
general session, after a moment of prayer
and quiet, the Chapters voted unani-
mously to petition the General Chapter
of the Congregation during its session
in July 2010, to create the new Province
on September 15, 2011, the feast of
Our Lady of Sorrows, the principal
feast of the Congregation. The new
Province will stretch from “sea to shining
sea” and include the Brothers in East
Africa and the Brothers in Brazil.
The initial statement of the Chapter
documents describes our hopes for the
new Province:

“We live and work as priests and brothers
together.” This brief statement from our
Constitutions (2:11) reflects not only a

theme that is central to Blessed Basil
Moreau’s understanding of Holy Cross,
but also one of his most profound hopes
for our Congregation. His plan was to
bring together brothers and priests who
would continue the mission of Jesus by
committing themselves to “make God
known, loved and served, and thus bring
salvation to all people.” (Christian
Education) He believed that every
dimension of our religious life must be
mission-driven: ministry, prayer, commu-
nity, and vows. Through these realities
we will have formed in us “by God’s
enablement the living likeness of Jesus
Christ.” (C 6:58) Such is the mission
we live through the many ministries in
which we serve.

As a result of our discernment, this
new province will include brothers and
priests. The sponsored institutions of

the previous provinces will become part
of the new province and include one
elementary school, one university, and
nine high schools.

The work of new Province has already
begun. Committees are being set up to
write a Mission Statement, develop a
ministerial plan, and effect a vocations
recruitment plan. Blessed Basil Moreau
wrote in 1858, “Just as you are entering
upon a new path, so you also must renew
within yourselves the spirit of your vocation
and fidelity to your duties. It is my inmost
conviction that on you alone depends the
future of your congregation.” We have a
great deal of work to do. We ask you
all to pray for us as we set out on this
“new path.”

New Provincial Council

Brother Thomas Dziekan,
Provincial

Brother William Zaydak,
Vicar

Brother Mark Knightly,
Secretary

Brother Jonathan Beebe
Brother Edward Boyer
Brother James Branigan
Brother Jerome Donnelly
Brother Stephen LaMendola

During the Chapter the
following were elected as
delegates to the General
Chapter 2010 in Rome:

Brother Thomas Dziekan,
ex-officio

Brother David Andrews
Brother John Gleason
Brother Joseph Kaganda
Brother George Schmitz

Brothers Thomas Dziekan and James Branigan
take a break from the chapter meetings.

Brothers Edward Boyer and
Joseph McDonnell.

Brothers Edwin Reggio (SW) and Lawrence
Atkinson greet Father James Burasa, CSC,
the Superior of the District of East Africa
and a delegate to the EB Chapter.

Brothers Roger Croteau, Joseph
McDonnell, Paul Bednarczyk and William
Zaydak work on proposals for the
Community Life and Prayer Committee.

Novitiate classmates, Brothers Romard
Barthel (SW) and Renatus Foldenauer
catch up on their news.

Br. Nich Perez renews his vows
before SW Provincial Br. Donald
Blauvelt on the 189th anniversary
of the founding of the Brothers
of St. Joseph.

Brothers Harold Naudet (Brazil), Lawrence
Atkinson, Nilto Oliveira (Superior of the
District of Brazil), Richard Critz (SW) and
Edson Pereira (Brazil).

Brothers David Andrews, Alan Harrod
and Thomas Sawyer discuss proposals
of the Shared Resources Committee.

Br. George Schmitz presents the
first draft of the proposal from the
Congregational Planning Committee.

BROF Nov 09 .qxd:x 10/14/09 3:11 PM Page 5



6 Congregation of Holy Cross Congregation of Holy Cross 7

In 1962, Brother Donald moved east, to St. Joseph Novitiate in Valatie, NY. He was to remain there until 1974 where he
did general maintenance work, worked on the farm and introduced many city boys —the novices— to the finer points of
farming. It was there that most of the Brothers in the Eastern Province, as novices, first came into contact with Brother Donald.
In 1974, Brother Donald returned to the Bengalese in Washington, DC and did general maintenance work there for two years.
From 1976, he was assigned to the farm at Le Mans Academy, and then from 1978 to 1995, Brother Donald continued his
general maintenance work at Holy Cross High School in Waterbury, CT, Cardinal Mooney High School in Rochester, NY and
at Holy Cross High School in San Antonio, TX.

Brother Donald retired in 1995 and was assigned to St. Joseph Center in Valatie, NY. He occupied his time with making
rosaries. In 2007, because of his declining health, Brother Donald was assigned to Dujarie House at Notre Dame, IN.

Brother Donald was a quiet, humble and simple man. A man of few words, he always chose them carefully. He spent a
good many years of his religious life living in the various houses of formation of the Congregation in the United States. He was
a devout and sincere religious who had a great devotion to Our Lady and who was faithful to his religious life and to his prayer.
All he wanted in his religious life was to be faithful to that call to be a brother in the Congregation of Holy Cross that he first
heard as a young man in Yakima, WA.

Brother Donald is survived by his brothers Joseph of Yakima, WA and Fred of Roy, WA, his sister Dulice Hecox Gerow of
Spokane, WA and several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Bro. Paul Bednarczyk, the Executive Director of the National
Religious Vocations Conference, commissioned a study on reli-
gious vocations from the Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA) “[T]he purpose of this study is to identify
and understand who is entering religious life today and the
characteristics of the religious institutes that are receiving and
retaining new members. No study on religious vocations on
this scale has ever been done before. The goal of this research
is to highlight the best practices in vocation promotion and
religious formation.” The study has received wide publicity in
all forms of media. The details of the study can be found on
the NRVC website, www.nrvc.net.

Bro. Paul has been very busy in addressing various organizations.

• He gave the keynote address at the National Assembly of the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR). The
keynote focused on the implications of the NRVC /CARA study
for the future of women’s religious institutes in the US.

• He addressed the J. S. Paluch Annual Vocation Seminar, Chicago,
IL, focusing on the study and highlighted the importance of
building a culture of vocation within the Church.

• He addressed the annual Gathering of the New Jersey Bishops
and Major Superiors of Women Religious. Cardinal Francis
George, OMI of Chicago has also invited Bro. Paul to speak at
a similar gathering of major superiors in Chicago on June 15.

• He has also been invited the United States Catholic Conference
of Bishops to address their national assembly at their annual
meeting in Baltimore on the results of our study in
November 2009.

Bro. David Andrews was recently named to the Advisory Council
of the World Watch Institute: World Watch State of the World
2011: Nourishing the Planet Advisory Council which is looking
at agricultural production in Africa. The World Watch Institute
just received over a million dollars from the Gates Foundation to
look at best practices in sustainable agriculture in Africa. It is a
well respected research organization on sustainable development.

Bro. David is also now on the Policy Committee of the Africa
Faith and Justice Network. The AFJN has been well represented
by Holy Cross and Fr. Bob Dowd, CSC (IP) is chair of the policy
committee.

Bro David is also an advisor on agricultural law and develop-
ment to the American Bar Association’s World Justice Project
based in Washington, DC.

In addition to leading the pilgrimage of students from Holy Cross
School to Montreal last August, Bro. Jonathan Beebe organized
a Pilgrimage to New York City for a group of university students
from San Antonio, TX the week of October 11, 2009. The group
is under the direction of Campus Minister Bro. Michael Winslow
(SW) of Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio.

Bro. Richard O’Brien has moved from the Francis Lewis Boulevard
Community in Flushing, NY to St. Joseph Center in Valatie, NY.

In September, Bro. Mark Knightly gave a keynote presentation
to a group of 700 elderly of Allentown, PA. The title of his talk
was Holy Aging.

Bro. Thomas Dziekan led the faculty of Notre Dame High School
in West Haven, CT in the annual day of reflection and retreat
at the Mercy Center in Madison, CT on October 9, 2009.

St. Edmond’s Academy in Wilmington, DE celebrated its 50th
Anniversary at a Gala auction, dinner and Liturgy the weekend
of September 18th.

Changes in school leadership: Brother Stephen LaMendola,
President of Holy Cross High School in Flushing, NY since 1996
has announced that he will be completing his tenure at the end
of this current school year. Mrs. Heather A. Gossart, President
of Bishop McNamara High School in Forestville, MD since 1996
will be completing her term this summer as well. Dr. Michael
Marinelli, Headmaster at St. Edmond’s Academy in Wilmington,
DE will be leaving that post to become President at Archmere
Academy in Wilmington. Dr. Marinelli has served at St. Edmond’s
since 1997. The Board of Directors of each of these schools in
cooperation with the Provincial Administration and Corporate
Members of the schools, has initiated a search process for new
leadership in all three schools.

From East Africa: Congratulations to Bro. Joseph Nkalubo who
received his MBA from the Catholic University of Eastern Africa
in Nairobi on October 2. Bro. Patrick Tumwine received his B.S.Ed.
from the same university on that day as well. Brothers Joseph
Mutabingwa and Christopher Nganzi were awarded diplomas
in Education and will begin work on their Master’s degrees in
Education. Brother Patrick is teaching Chemistry and Biology at
Holy Cross Lake View Senior Secondary School in Jinja, Uganda.

Congratulations to Bro. David Onyango Omune who began his
novitiate at the Blessed Brother André Novitiate in Ghana on
July 12, 2009. Brother David is originally from Kenya.

In the News

EXTRAORDINARY LIVES, 
BRINGING HOPE TO OTHERS

The Brothers of Holy Cross are a community of religious brothers who live extraordinary
lives in service of others. From the founding of the University of Notre Dame to ministering
in East Africa and Latin America, the Congregation has encouraged hundreds of men to
develop their gifts and talents — all with the singular mission of bringing hope to others.

holycrossbrothers.org

On our third and final day, the students
were challenged to let God surprise
them. They were sent out into the city
to find God in unexpected places and
people. Later that night, we celebrated
the end of our time together—and
three birthdays!—with dinner in a local
French-Canadian restaurant. At our
concluding prayer service, we retraced
the many steps we had taken over the
past week and asked God to bless our
tired feet and our journey home.

Our Holy Cross Pilgrimage to Montréal
began and ended with the same reading,
part of which read,

What motivates people to leave
what is familiar and set out for a
remote place? Quite simply,
moments of grace. People come
back changed. The real journey is
not across the ocean; the real
journey is within.

Over the course of five days, lives were
changed. We developed a renewed love
for our Holy Cross heritage and Catholic
faith, and met someone new – ourselves.

continued from pg. 1

Students having fun! St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montréal,
founded by Blessed Br. André, CSC

Group photo of the Pilgrims. A birthday dinner on the
last day of the Pilgrimage.

Brother Donald (Robert) Hecox, CSC continued from pg. 3

BROF Nov 09 .qxd:x 10/14/09 3:11 PM Page 7



6 Congregation of Holy Cross Congregation of Holy Cross 7

In 1962, Brother Donald moved east, to St. Joseph Novitiate in Valatie, NY. He was to remain there until 1974 where he
did general maintenance work, worked on the farm and introduced many city boys —the novices— to the finer points of
farming. It was there that most of the Brothers in the Eastern Province, as novices, first came into contact with Brother Donald.
In 1974, Brother Donald returned to the Bengalese in Washington, DC and did general maintenance work there for two years.
From 1976, he was assigned to the farm at Le Mans Academy, and then from 1978 to 1995, Brother Donald continued his
general maintenance work at Holy Cross High School in Waterbury, CT, Cardinal Mooney High School in Rochester, NY and
at Holy Cross High School in San Antonio, TX.

Brother Donald retired in 1995 and was assigned to St. Joseph Center in Valatie, NY. He occupied his time with making
rosaries. In 2007, because of his declining health, Brother Donald was assigned to Dujarie House at Notre Dame, IN.

Brother Donald was a quiet, humble and simple man. A man of few words, he always chose them carefully. He spent a
good many years of his religious life living in the various houses of formation of the Congregation in the United States. He was
a devout and sincere religious who had a great devotion to Our Lady and who was faithful to his religious life and to his prayer.
All he wanted in his religious life was to be faithful to that call to be a brother in the Congregation of Holy Cross that he first
heard as a young man in Yakima, WA.

Brother Donald is survived by his brothers Joseph of Yakima, WA and Fred of Roy, WA, his sister Dulice Hecox Gerow of
Spokane, WA and several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Bro. Paul Bednarczyk, the Executive Director of the National
Religious Vocations Conference, commissioned a study on reli-
gious vocations from the Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA) “[T]he purpose of this study is to identify
and understand who is entering religious life today and the
characteristics of the religious institutes that are receiving and
retaining new members. No study on religious vocations on
this scale has ever been done before. The goal of this research
is to highlight the best practices in vocation promotion and
religious formation.” The study has received wide publicity in
all forms of media. The details of the study can be found on
the NRVC website, www.nrvc.net.

Bro. Paul has been very busy in addressing various organizations.

• He gave the keynote address at the National Assembly of the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR). The
keynote focused on the implications of the NRVC /CARA study
for the future of women’s religious institutes in the US.

• He addressed the J. S. Paluch Annual Vocation Seminar, Chicago,
IL, focusing on the study and highlighted the importance of
building a culture of vocation within the Church.

• He addressed the annual Gathering of the New Jersey Bishops
and Major Superiors of Women Religious. Cardinal Francis
George, OMI of Chicago has also invited Bro. Paul to speak at
a similar gathering of major superiors in Chicago on June 15.

• He has also been invited the United States Catholic Conference
of Bishops to address their national assembly at their annual
meeting in Baltimore on the results of our study in
November 2009.

Bro. David Andrews was recently named to the Advisory Council
of the World Watch Institute: World Watch State of the World
2011: Nourishing the Planet Advisory Council which is looking
at agricultural production in Africa. The World Watch Institute
just received over a million dollars from the Gates Foundation to
look at best practices in sustainable agriculture in Africa. It is a
well respected research organization on sustainable development.

Bro. David is also now on the Policy Committee of the Africa
Faith and Justice Network. The AFJN has been well represented
by Holy Cross and Fr. Bob Dowd, CSC (IP) is chair of the policy
committee.

Bro David is also an advisor on agricultural law and develop-
ment to the American Bar Association’s World Justice Project
based in Washington, DC.

In addition to leading the pilgrimage of students from Holy Cross
School to Montreal last August, Bro. Jonathan Beebe organized
a Pilgrimage to New York City for a group of university students
from San Antonio, TX the week of October 11, 2009. The group
is under the direction of Campus Minister Bro. Michael Winslow
(SW) of Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio.

Bro. Richard O’Brien has moved from the Francis Lewis Boulevard
Community in Flushing, NY to St. Joseph Center in Valatie, NY.

In September, Bro. Mark Knightly gave a keynote presentation
to a group of 700 elderly of Allentown, PA. The title of his talk
was Holy Aging.

Bro. Thomas Dziekan led the faculty of Notre Dame High School
in West Haven, CT in the annual day of reflection and retreat
at the Mercy Center in Madison, CT on October 9, 2009.

St. Edmond’s Academy in Wilmington, DE celebrated its 50th
Anniversary at a Gala auction, dinner and Liturgy the weekend
of September 18th.

Changes in school leadership: Brother Stephen LaMendola,
President of Holy Cross High School in Flushing, NY since 1996
has announced that he will be completing his tenure at the end
of this current school year. Mrs. Heather A. Gossart, President
of Bishop McNamara High School in Forestville, MD since 1996
will be completing her term this summer as well. Dr. Michael
Marinelli, Headmaster at St. Edmond’s Academy in Wilmington,
DE will be leaving that post to become President at Archmere
Academy in Wilmington. Dr. Marinelli has served at St. Edmond’s
since 1997. The Board of Directors of each of these schools in
cooperation with the Provincial Administration and Corporate
Members of the schools, has initiated a search process for new
leadership in all three schools.

From East Africa: Congratulations to Bro. Joseph Nkalubo who
received his MBA from the Catholic University of Eastern Africa
in Nairobi on October 2. Bro. Patrick Tumwine received his B.S.Ed.
from the same university on that day as well. Brothers Joseph
Mutabingwa and Christopher Nganzi were awarded diplomas
in Education and will begin work on their Master’s degrees in
Education. Brother Patrick is teaching Chemistry and Biology at
Holy Cross Lake View Senior Secondary School in Jinja, Uganda.

Congratulations to Bro. David Onyango Omune who began his
novitiate at the Blessed Brother André Novitiate in Ghana on
July 12, 2009. Brother David is originally from Kenya.

In the News

EXTRAORDINARY LIVES, 
BRINGING HOPE TO OTHERS

The Brothers of Holy Cross are a community of religious brothers who live extraordinary
lives in service of others. From the founding of the University of Notre Dame to ministering
in East Africa and Latin America, the Congregation has encouraged hundreds of men to
develop their gifts and talents — all with the singular mission of bringing hope to others.
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On our third and final day, the students
were challenged to let God surprise
them. They were sent out into the city
to find God in unexpected places and
people. Later that night, we celebrated
the end of our time together—and
three birthdays!—with dinner in a local
French-Canadian restaurant. At our
concluding prayer service, we retraced
the many steps we had taken over the
past week and asked God to bless our
tired feet and our journey home.

Our Holy Cross Pilgrimage to Montréal
began and ended with the same reading,
part of which read,

What motivates people to leave
what is familiar and set out for a
remote place? Quite simply,
moments of grace. People come
back changed. The real journey is
not across the ocean; the real
journey is within.

Over the course of five days, lives were
changed. We developed a renewed love
for our Holy Cross heritage and Catholic
faith, and met someone new – ourselves.

continued from pg. 1

Students having fun! St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montréal,
founded by Blessed Br. André, CSC

Group photo of the Pilgrims. A birthday dinner on the
last day of the Pilgrimage.

Brother Donald (Robert) Hecox, CSC continued from pg. 3
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Moments of Grace — Holy Cross Student
Pilgrimage to Montréal
Bro. Jonathan Beebe, CSC
Director of Vocations

“I rejoiced when I heard them say, ‘Let
us go to the house of the Lord.’ And now
our feet are standing within your gates,
O Jerusalem.” (Psalm 122:1-2)

For thousands of years, men and
women have journeyed great dis-
tances to the sacred sites of their

faith traditions. During biblical times,
Jews went up to Jerusalem several times
a year to offer sacrifices at the Temple.
In Islam, travelling to Mecca is one of
the religion’s five “pillars” or duties. Even
in our secular culture, people make
“pilgrimages” to such sites as Graceland
or the Baseball Hall of Fame. As human
beings, we seem to be naturally drawn
to places that are historically and spiri-
tually significant to us.

In July 2009, a group of 30 Holy Cross
students, faculty, and brothers embarked
on a pilgrimage to Montréal, the largest
city in the province of Québec, Canada.
The group’s final destination was St.
Joseph’s Oratory, located on the slopes
of Mount Royal, the mountain which
gives Montréal its name. St. Joseph’s
Oratory, the largest church in Canada,
draws pilgrims from all across the world.
However, we were not just tourists; we
were pilgrims, drawn to the Oratory by
its founder, Blessed Bro. André Bessette,

CSC, a Holy Cross Brother. As students,
faculty, and brothers from Holy Cross
schools in Akron, OH, Waterbury, CT,
Flushing, NY, and San Antonio, TX,
we were part of his spiritual family.

On the first day of our trip, the group
climbed the 280 steps to the shrine of
St. Joseph, the highest point in Montréal.
Once there, the group began a guided
tour of the upper and lower churches.
We were fascinated by the heart of Bro.
André, preserved in a reliquary so that
the faithful might remember his presence
among us, and also by the hundreds of
pairs of worn crutches that hung on
the walls—a testament to Bro. André’s
healing power. Later that evening, we
were treated to a private Living Stations
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Students from Holy Cross Schools form a
Circle of Love.

of the Cross in the Oratory gardens.
The actors, in a contemporary theater
piece, brought to life for us Jesus’ suf-
fering, death, and resurrection.

Montréal is not without
its fair share of major
churches in addition to
the Oratory. The second
day of our journey took
us to three other basilicas
in the city: Mary, Queen
of the World, St. Patrick’s,
and lastly, Notre Dame,
where there were audible
gasps as we first saw its
brilliant blue and gold
high altar.

Students from Hoban High School, Akron, OH, Holy Cross High School, Waterbury,
CT, Holy Cross High School, Flushing, NY and Holy Cross of San Antonio, TX gather
around the statue of Blessed Bro. André in downtown Montréal.

continued on pg. 6
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of Holy Cross, Eastern Province, to provide
information to our friends and benefactors

who prayerfully support our ministries.
God Bless You!

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Brother Jonathan Beebe, CSC
Brother Edward Boyer, CSC

Brother James Branigan, CSC
Brother Jerome Donnelly, CSC
Brother Thomas Dziekan, CSC
Brother Mark Knightly, CSC

Brother Stephen LaMendola, CSC
Brother William Zaydak, CSC

MISSION STATEMENT

Eastern Brothers Province
Congregation of Holy Cross

In the spirit of our founder, Blessed Basil
Anthony Moreau, we serve the needs of the
people of God through our consecrated com-
mitment as lay religious within the church.

We respond in faith as prayerful and prophetic
men who make God’s love known to all. As
disciples of Jesus, we strive to reach out to
others and challenge ourselves to be especially
attentive to the poor, oppressed and afflicted
in our midst. We seek to confront aspects of
society and culture which detract from the
fullness of life. We share this mission with
people of various cultures and traditions.

We are sustained and motivated by our
relationship with God and are enriched by
prayer and the celebration of the Eucharist.
We commit ourselves to ongoing personal
growth, renewal and conversion.

As men of mission, we are supported and
encouraged by our brothers and sisters in Holy
Cross. We build community, in a spirit of hos-
pitality, as a sign of hope in an alienated world.

As brothers, dedicated to the mission of Jesus,
we look to the future with boldness and hope.

-promulgated October 30, 1993

Tanti Auguri, Fratello Giovanni!
A group of alumni from the early 70s of Notre Dame International School in Rome,
gathered at St. Joseph Center in Valatie, NY to honor Brother John Thornton on his
80th birthday. Brother John was headmaster at NDI when they were students. In addi-
tion to these alumni, former faculty members – Brothers Joseph Zutelis, Edward
Zdrowski, Joseph Ruane, John Kuchenbrod, James Gulnac and Thomas Dziekan –
were present to renew acquaintances and to celebrate the day. Happy Birthday, BJT!

1. Seated: Br. Joseph Zutelis, Lou Thomas, the Guest of Honor, Br. John Thornton, and
Mark Oropollo. Standing: Bro. Edward Zdrowski, Br. John Kuchenbrod, Marco Scarpetta,
George Mahl, Paul Scarpetta, Br. Thomas Dziekan and Br. Joseph Ruane. 2. Br. John
Kuchenbrod, Lou Thomas and Br. Joseph Zutelis. 3. The birthday cake – and the colors
of the Italian flag! 4. Mark Oropollo chats with Paul and Meg Scarpetta and Br. Joseph
Zutelis. 5. Marco Scarpetta and George Mahl. 6. Mark Oropollo, Marco Scarpetta,
George Mahl and Br. John reminisce while looking at old yearbooks. 7. Br. Thomas
Dziekan and Marco Scarpetta are looking at Marco’s 5th grade class picture.

Photo credits: Brothers Jonathan Beebe,
Nich Perez, George Schmitz, and
Gilbert Pretto
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