








1. Brother John Baptist Titzer, CSC, First Provincial of the South-
West Province, Brother Donatus Schmitz, CSC, first Provincial
of the Midwest Province, and Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer, first
Provincial of the Eastern Province of Brothers in 1956. Brothers
John Baptist and Donatus had served as the first and second
principals of Notre Dame High School in West Haven, CT.
2. Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer, CSC, first Provincial of the United
States Brothers Province (1946-56), Vice-Provincial (1956-58) and
First Provincial (1958-62) of the Eastern Province of Brothers.
3. First Provincial Council in 1960: Seated: Brother Elmo Bransby
(Assistant Provincial) and Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer (Provincial).
Standing: Brothers Bertram Madden, Pierre Schu, and Sidney
Halligan. 4. Provincial Council in 1985: Seated: Brothers Stephen
LaMendola, Paul Rahaim (Provincial), and Peter Martin (Steward).
Standing: Brothers David Andrews, George Schmitz and John
Gleason. 5. Brother Maurus O’Malley (left) and Brother Ephrem

(right) visit with Bishop Scully.
6. Delegates to the first Provincial
Chapter of the Eastern Province of
Brothers in 1958, held at Holy Cross
High School in Flushing, NY.
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This year, 2008, marks the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Eastern
Province of Brothers of the Congregation of Holy Cross.

Eastern Province of Brothers: Golden Jubilee

Provincials of the Eastern Province of Brothers

1956-1958 Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer, Vice-Provincial

1958-1962 Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer

1962-1968 Brother John Donoghue

1968-1970 Brother Elmo Bransby

1970-1976 Brother Hugh McCabe

1976-1985 Brother Renatus Foldenauer

1985-1991 Brother Paul Rahaim

1991-1998 Brother John Gleason

July 25, 1998-October 16, 1998 Brother
Stephen LaMendola, Acting Provincial

1998-2006 Brother George Schmitz

2006 to Present Brother Thomas Dziekan

by Brother Robert E. Gilroy, CSC, Archivist

Arriving in the United States, in 1841 the small band of
Holy Cross religious expanded gradually from its early origins
in the Diocese of Vincennes, Indiana to become one of the
significant religious congregations engaged in the apostolate of
education in the United States. Eventually the Congregation of
Holy Cross either founded or staffed educational facilities
throughout the country. Primary and Secondary schools,
Universities, boarding schools, facilities for troubled youth in
need of supervision sprang up in steady succession as the
needs of the church were met.

Originally the Congregation
was under the jurisdiction
of one United States
province of priests and
brothers. In 1946 the
congregation split into two
provinces, one composed
of the clerical members
and the other of the lay
members. Further growth
saw the need to subdivide
these provinces further.

In 1956 the General Chapter of the Congregation
authorized the division of the United States Brothers’
Province into three parts: the Midwest Province, the
South-West Vice-Province and the Eastern Vice-
Province. Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer became the first
Vice-Provincial in the East. At the time it was estab-
lished the vice-province had 137 perpetually pro-
fessed members; 47 temporarily professed members
and 39 novices. On April 29, 1958 the vice-province
was raised to the status of a
province with Brother
Ephrem as its head.

Geographically the Eastern
Province of Brothers com-
prised the following areas:
New England, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Virginia, West
Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia. Also
included in its jurisdiction was Notre Dame International
School in Rome, Italy.

In its beginning the Eastern Province had four community
owned schools or houses: St. Joseph Juniorate, Valatie, NY
(1935); Holy Cross High School, Flushing, NY (1955);
Notre Dame High School, West Haven, CT (1946); and
Notre Dame International School, Rome, Italy (1952).
It also staffed several diocesan or parish schools: Msgr. Coyle
High School, Taunton, MA; The Vincentian Institute,
Albany, NY; Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, Bronx, NY;
and St. Francis of Assisi School and St. Thomas Aquinas
School, both in Brooklyn, NY.

A chronology of 50 years
1958 St. Joseph Novitiate opens in Valatie, NY
1958 Notre Dame International School moves to new

campus
1958 Province assumes new apostolate at Pius XII

School, Chester, NY
1959 Provincial headquarters established at West

Haven, CT
1959 Province assumes apostolates at Bishop

Hendricken H.S., Warwick, RI and
St. Edmond’s Academy, Wilmington, DE

1959 Province assumes missionary apostolate in Uganda,
East Africa at St. Augustine’s School in Butiti

1961 Province assumes apostolate at St. Leo’s College
in Fort Portal, Uganda and St. John the Baptist
School, Hillsdale, NJ

1962 Moreau Hall Scholasticate opens at Stonehill
College, North Easton, MA

1962 Province assumes apostolates at Cardinal Mooney
H.S., Rochester, NY and Mackin H.S.,
Washington, D.C.

1964 Province assumes apostolates at Bishop McNamara
H.S., Forestville, MD

1966 Province assumes apostolate at St. Mary’s
Seminary, Fort Portal, Uganda and Bethlehem
Catholic H.S., Bethlehem, PA

1968 Province assumes apostolate at Holy Cross High
School, Waterbury, CT

1970 Novitiate discontinued at Valatie, building
becomes St. Joseph Center

1971 Province discontinues apostolates in Albany, NY;
Bethlehem, PA; Hillsdale, NJ and Warwick, RI

1975 Provincial headquarters moved to Riverside, CT
1975 Province assumes apostolate at Kitabi Seminary,

Bushenyi, Uganda
1976 Province discontinues apostolate at Taunton, MA
1978 Provincial headquarters moved to New Rochelle, NY
1989 Province discontinues apostolate in Rochester, NY

and Washington, D.C.
1991 Province discontinues apostolate in Rome, Italy
1997 Province Retirement facility opened at St. Joseph

Center, Valatie, NY

1998 Brother Ephrem O’Dwyer Pavilion opened for
retired Brothers at St. Joseph Center, Valatie, NY
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Dear Friends in Holy Cross,

In a talk given to the U.S. Conference
of Major Superiors for Men (CMSM),
Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, OP says, “Paul
writes to the Corinthians, ‘It is God
who has called you to share in the
life of his Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord; and God keeps faith’ (1Cor
1:9)…Religious life is a particular
and radical way of saying “yes”
to that call…it makes plain the plot
of every human life, which is the
answering of a summons. In our odd

way of life, we make explicit what is the drama of every
human search for identity, as every human being tries to
catch the echo of the voice of God calling him or her by name.”

Our vocation in Holy Cross continues to lead us forth. “Our
commitment is an invitation for our fellow Christians to
fulfill their vocation, and for ourselves it is a concrete way
of working with them for the spread of the gospel and with
all for the development of a more just and human society.”
(Const 1:7)

Modern society and globalization have broadened our vision
of vocation. We, perhaps, more clearly recognize the search
for identity and vocation among all people, and how our
“yes” to own vocation to the consecrated life can be a beacon
of hope to them. We no longer consider ourselves simply
Brothers of Holy Cross but rather as members of the
Congregation of Holy Cross, Priests and Brothers. Our min-
istries have expanded from primarily that of school educators
to educators in the faith, no matter where our ministry leads
us. We have shared our heritage with lay colleagues in our

News From The Vocations Office

Brother Larry Atkinson, CSC

In the
News
In honor of the Beatification of the
founder of the Congregation of Holy
Cross, Blessed Basil Anthony Moreau,
CSC, Ave Maria Press, a ministry of the
Indiana Province has published two
books. The first is Basil Moreau: Founder
of Holy Cross by Gary MacEoin. Originally
published in 1962 and revised and
edited by Brother Joel Giallanza, CSC
of the South-West Province, this new
edition contains a Foreword by Very
Rev. Hugh Cleary, CSC, Superior General
of the Congregation. It is highly read-
able and an interesting introduction to
the life of Blessed Father Moreau.

The second book, The Cross, Our
Only Hope, by Andrew Gawrych, CSC
and Kevin Grove, CSC, Editors and
members of the Indiana Province.
Andrew professed his perpetual vows
in the Congregation and was ordained
a deacon in August 2007. Kevin made
his first profession of vows in 2006 and
is in his second year of theology at the
University of Notre Dame. The Cross,
Our Only Hope contains reflections on
quotations from the writings of Blessed
Father Moreau and Father Edward
Sorin, CSC and the Constitutions of the
Congregation of Holy Cross for each day
of the year. The reflections were written
by 200 members of the Congregation
–brothers, priests and seminarians—
from around the world. It contains
reflections by the following members
of the Eastern Province of Brothers:
Brothers David Andrews, Paul
Bednarczyk, Jonathan Beebe, James
Branigan, William Clifford, Jerome
Donnelly, Thomas Dziekan, Renatus
Foldenauer, John Gleason, Alan Harrod,
James Kane, Mark Knightly, Robert
Nebus, James Nichols, John Paige and
George Schmitz.

Information about these two books
can be found at the Ave Maria Press
website, www.avemariapress.com.

Mr. Timothy McDonald, President of
Holy Cross High School in Waterbury,
CT has announced the appointment of
Mr. Daniel Scavone as the new Principal
of Holy Cross, beginning July 1, 2008.
Mr. Scavone will replace Mr. Amadeo
Rinaldi, a faculty member and adminis-
trator at Holy Cross for 37 years who
will be retiring. Mr. Scavone is an

alumnus of Holy Cross, class of l980 and
is an experienced administrator, having
served as Assistant Principal and Athletic
Director for the past six years at
Woodlands High School, Prospect, CT.
Prior to that he taught at Farmington
(CT) High School and in the Waterbury
public schools. Congratulations and
welcome to Mr. Scavone! Congratulations
as well and great thanks to Mr. Rinaldi,
a true Holy Cross educator, for his
years of dedicated service at Holy Cross
High School.

A joint meeting of the Vocations
Committees of the Eastern Province of
Brothers and the South-West Province
of Brothers was held at Holy Cross
High School in Flushing New York on
November 30, 2007. The group devised
strategies for the implementation plans
of the Congregational Vocations Plan.
Brother Jesus Alonso, CSC and Brother
Matthew McKenna, CSC, both members
of the South-West Province, were
interviewed on HCTV, the student run
television station at Holy Cross. Brother
Jesus is studying for a doctorate in
biology and Brother Matthew currently
is ministering in Santiago Chile.

A joint meeting of the Provincial
Councils of the Eastern Province of
Brothers and the South-West Province
was held in New Rochelle on December
1, 2007. The Southern visitors were
treated to the region’s first snow storm.

Bishop McNamara High School in
Forestville, MD celebrated a Founder’s
Day Liturgy on January 14, 2008. The
liturgy was concelebrated by Fathers
Joseph Sidera, CSC, Vocation Director,
and Bart Salter, CSC, members of the
Eastern Province of Priests and Brothers.
Brothers Richard Kiniry, Lawrence
Atkinson, the Province Vocation
Director, and Brother Thomas Dziekan,
participated in the liturgy. The visitors
also were given a tour of the former
Brothers’ Residence at McNamara which
is being renovated and converter into
Faculty offices and classrooms.

On December 1, 2007, Notre Dame High
School, West Haven, CT opened the
public phase of its Capital Campaign,
the Campaign for Notre Dame. They
have already received over three million
dollars in pledges. Their goal is five
million dollars. The campaign will expand
the present facilities.

The Music Department of Holy Cross
High School in Waterbury, CT held its
Christmas Concert at the Palace Theater
in Waterbury on December 20, 2007
before a sell-out crowd of 1,200 people.
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In early November, Holy Cross High
School in Flushing, NY held its annual
Hall of Fame dinner at the school.
Among those being honored by the
school were the late Brother Karl
Diemand, CSC who was a teacher and
administrator at Holy Cross for 38 years
and Auxiliary Bishop Rene Valero of the
Diocese of Brooklyn.

Brother David Andrews, Congregational
Coordinator for Justice and Peace,
visited Bangladesh over the Christmas
holidays and met with provincials Father
Frank Quinlivan (Sacred Heart Province)
and Brother Binoy Gomes (St. Joseph
Province) to learn about the work of
the priests and brothers in that country.
During his visit he had the benefit of
a briefing from the NGO Save the
Children about the disaster relief effort
in the aftermath of the cyclone Sidr. The
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the International
Labor Organization (ILO) were also in
Bangladesh at this time reporting on
the food shortages and food production
problems which the country will face as
a result of the cyclone. These weather
emergencies will continue since
Bangladesh is the number one at-risk
country due to climate change. In
January and early February Brother
David attended meetings of the United
Nations Commission on Sustainable
Development in Geneva and in Rome.
He met with the Vatican Ambassador in
Geneva to discuss the approaches that
the Holy See is taking. He also had
several meetings with the U.S. Delegation
in Geneva. Brother David is currently on
sabbatical and studying at the Catholic
Theological Union in Chicago.

Brother James Branigan has been
appointed to a three-year term on the
Board of Trustees of Saint Edward’s
University in Austin, TX. He joins several
other members of the Province who
serve on the Boards of Trustees of
ministries of other Provinces: Brother
George Schmitz serves on the board of
Holy Cross Family Ministries, Brother
Stephen LaMendola is a member of the
Board of Trustees of King’s College in
Wilkes-Barre, PA, and Brother Thomas
Dziekan is on the Board of Trustees of
Stonehill College in Easton, MA.

Brother Robert Gilroy, Province Archivist
and resident of St. Joseph Center, has
been appointed for a two year term on
the Faith & Learning Commission of the
Capital Area Council of Churches in
Albany, NY.

schools and they have enthusiastically embraced and carried
on the mission of Holy Cross with great success. We rejoice
in the growth of Holy Cross in other parts of the world,
South America, Asia, Africa – even as we see fewer numbers
joining us in North America. Even our discussions of restruc-
turing can inspire hope as we look to better and more efficiently
serve those to whom we have committed ourselves. We continue
to say “yes” to God’s lead.

The Vocation office continues to promote and educate about
our way of life in Holy Cross. We speak to students in our
schools, and we assist young men who inquire about religious
life. The challenges they face are great – image, debt, lack of
peer and parental support, the absence of role models of life-
long commitments, and a smaller peer group, to name a few.
It is all of us, Brothers and colleagues, who can promote voca-
tions by living our own vocation with integrity and joy. It is in
our relationships that we speak of our life and encourage others
to reflect on their own call. If they do not feel the call them-
selves, they can become ambassadors of Holy Cross to others
who consider religious life. Although we continue to “market”
ourselves, it is the quotidian personal interaction and rela-
tionships that influence others most. Whether we are in the
classroom, in parish or social ministry, or in senior status, our
lives are always a reflection of God’s call in our lives and a light
to others who seek meaning in their lives. Let us all continue to
let the light of God’s grace shine through us and thus draw
others to join in our work. Say “yes.”

Ave Crux Spes Unica,

Brother Larry Atkinson C.S.C.
Vocation Director

The statue of St. Joseph at the entrance to St. Joseph's.

Snow covers the sculpture of St. Francis of Assisi
by Brother Loyola Christoph done while he was a
graduate student at the University of Notre Dame.

Winter scenes from St. Joseph's Center in Valatie
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BROTHERS OF HOLY CROSS
Eastern Province
85 Overlook Circle

New Rochelle, NY 10804-4501
(914) 632-4468

www.holycrossbrothers.org
© Congregation of Holy Cross Eastern Province of Brothers

This Newsletter is published by the
Brothers of Holy Cross, Eastern Province,
to provide information to our friends and
benefactors who prayerfully support our

ministries.
God Bless You!

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Brother Thomas Dziekan, CSC
Brother William Zaydak, CSC
Brother Jonathan Beebe, CSC
Brother Jerome Donnelly, CSC

Brother Mark Knightly, CSC
Brother Edward Boyer, CSC

MISSION STATEMENT

Eastern Brothers Province
Congregation of Holy Cross

In the spirit of our founder, Blessed Basil
Anthony Moreau, we serve the needs of the
people of God through our consecrated com-
mitment as lay religious within the church.

We respond in faith as prayerful and prophetic
men who make God’s love known to all. As
disciples of Jesus, we strive to reach out to
others and challenge ourselves to be especially
attentive to the poor, oppressed and afflicted
in our midst. We seek to confront aspects of
society and culture which detract from the
fullness of life. We share this mission with
people of various cultures and traditions.

We are sustained and motivated by our rela-
tionship with God and are enriched by prayer
and the celebration of the Eucharist. We
commit ourselves to ongoing personal growth,
renewal and conversion.

As men of mission, we are supported and
encouraged by our brothers and sisters in Holy
Cross. We build community, in a spirit of hos-
pitality, as a sign of hope in an alienated world.

As brothers, dedicated to the mission of Jesus,
we look to the future with boldness and hope.

-promulgated October 30, 1993

Most Rev. Howard Hubbard, Bishop of Albany, presided at the Eucharistic
Liturgy for the celebration of Blessed Basil Moreau’s beatification. The Liturgy was
concelebrated by local Holy Cross and diocesan priests. Brother Thomas A. Dziekan,
Provincial, gave the reflection at the Liturgy. Besides members of the province,
friends, benefactors of the Brothers and former members of the Province were in
attendance and participated in the Liturgy and enjoyed the banquet that followed.

Celebration of the Beatification of
Blessed Basil Anthony Moreau at

St. Joseph Center, Valatie, NY on October 26, 2008.

All Photos by: Bro. Gilbert Pretto, CSC

Listening with Mind and Heart:
Brother Jonathan Beebe, CSC

Brother Jonathan Beebe, CSC is a
member of the Eastern Province of
Brothers. A native of Connecticut and a
graduate of Notre Dame High School in
West Haven, Brother Jonathan entered the
Congregation in 1986 and professed his
perpetual vows in 1993. He is a graduate
of Columbia University and has Master’s
degrees in Theology and Social Work.
Prior to his ministry in New York City,
Brother Jonathan worked as a Clinical
Social Worker and religious educator in
Holy Cross’ south George mission.

It was a bright but chilly January
morning when the subway conductor
announced that there would be a delay

in our travel. Surrounded by frustrated and
still sleepy bodies, I closed my eyes and
began to reflect on the day ahead of me.

Woodside Mental Health Center sits at
the crossroads of the world. We share
our neighborhood with the Chinese
laundry, the Irish pub, the Italian

butcher, and the Mexican bakery. Equally
diverse are the social services we provide
to the people of Queens, New York. As
the only religious brother on the staff of
this Catholic Charities agency, I am
proud to serve as a clinical social worker.

As I sat on that train, I traced my
journey over the thousands of clinic
hours I have spent talking with clients
in therapy. Faces came to mind, and
with them their particular stories, and
I began to pray. How God has worked
in my life! My heart filled with a sense
of gratitude for the people I have known.

St. Benedict tells us, “Listen with the
ear of your heart.” We live in a world
with so much noise that it is possible to
hear everything and listen to nothing.

I realized a long time ago that I would
never have all of the answers that my
clients were looking for. My own
humanity meets theirs as we struggle
together with weakness, fear, and doubt.
However, I can offer them something
different—someone who listens both
with his mind and with his heart.

As the subway started again, jolting
me out of my meditation, I realized
that as a Holy Cross religious, educated
in the spirit of our founder, Blessed
Basil Moreau, I have been well prepared
for this role. God has called me to
help people discover the deepest
longing in their lives, and in that
process, I have found my own—health,
wholeness, peace.

Brothers Roger Croteau, William Zaydak, Donat Kubwimana, David Turmel
and Jonathan Beebe at a Province Social Justice Committee Meeting.
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